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My Dear Helen,
If my calculations are correct, this year you will be 

fifteen years old... the same age as I was when they gave 
the necklace to me. Now I’d like you to have it. 

With much love and a very happy birthday
Aunt Charlotte.

“Aunt	Charlotte?	Have	I	got	an	Aunt	Charlotte?”

“You	must	have	an	Aunt	Charlotte...	somewhere.”	She	thought	

for	a	few	seconds	and	then	her	eyes	became	bright.	“You	know	who	

it	is?	Your	father’s	Aunt	Lotty.	I	didn’t	think	she	was	still	alive.”	

Helen’s	 father	 died	 when	 she	 was	 very	 young.	 She	 couldn’t	

really	 remember	 him	 and	 she	 certainly	 couldn’t	 remember	 the	

tragic	 car	 accident	 which	 killed	 him.	 Helen’s	 grandmother	 had	

hundreds	 of	 sisters:	 too	 many	 to	 count!	 Aunt	 Charlotte	 must	 be	

one	of	her	grandmother’s	sisters.	

Happy	with	the	explanation	Helen	took	the	golden	necklace	in	

her	hands.

“Be	careful!”	said	her	mother.	“I	bet	that	necklace	is	worth	a	lot	

of	money.	I	don’t	want	you	to	break	it	immediately!”

Her	daughter	didn’t	answer.	Her	face	suddenly	became	white	

and	she	looked	terrible.

“Helen?	Helen!?	Are	you	OK?	What’s	wrong,	darling?”	

Helen	 made	 some	 strange	 noise	 which	 wasn’t	 like	 a	 word.	 She	

tried	to	speak	again	but	no	sound	came	out.	She	tried	again	to	open	

her	mouth	but	everything	turned	black	and	she	crashed	to	the	floor.	

Julia	rushed	to	her	daughter’s	side.	She	gave	a	small	gasp	as	she	

saw	the	necklace	still	in	Helen’s	hand.	It	was	exactly	the	same	as	

the	one	worn	by	the	girl	in	the	portrait.	

CHAPTER TWO
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Portraits
Nowadays we love taking photos of our friends and family, and even 

selfies of ourselves. Before photos were invented people who wanted 

to be remembered used to commission artists to paint their portraits. 

A portrait can actually be a painting, a photograph or a sculpture in 

which the face of the person is the most important feature. We know 

what many important men and women from history 

looked like thanks to their portraits.

Mona Lisa
In English she’s called Mona Lisa, in her native 

Italian she’s La Giaconda. Nobody knows who she 

really was. Leonardo da Vinci started the portrait in 

1503 and kept it with him all the time until he died 

in France in 1519. Later King Francis I of France paid 

four thousand gold crowns for it, Napoleon hung it 

in his bedroom and it was even stolen in 1921. After 

so many adventures the Mona Lisa is now at the 

Louvre in Paris.

Girl With a Pearl Earring
There is mystery linked to Girl With a Pearl 

Earring too: like the Mona Lisa, nobody knows 

who the model was. It was painted by the 

famous Dutch painter, Johannes Vermeer in 

around 1665 and shows a young girl, perhaps 

the artist’s daughter, with a gold and blue 

turban and a big pearl earring. In 1999 the 

portrait inspired a book and a film was made 

about the story in 2003. 
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Charles Darwin
Charles Darwin is famous as the 

scientist who gave us the theory 

of evolution. This portrait, by 

famous photographer Herbert 

Rose Barraud, was the last before 

his death. Photo portraits were 

new in the 19th century and 

lots of famous people went to 

Barraud’s studio in London. He 

photographed poets, politicians, 

actors and kings. 

Van Gogh
Although he was never well liked 

during his life time, Van Gogh is 

now considered one of the most 

important post-impressionist 

painters of all time, famous for 

his bright colours and distinctive 

style. He was born in Holland but 

spent much of his time painting 

the beautiful landscapes and 

people of the South of France. He made 37 self-portraits during his 

life time, usually painting his reflection in a mirror. This version was 

finished in 1887 when Van Gogh was living in Paris and now hangs 

in the museum dedicated to him in Amsterdam.  Following a mental 

illness, he shot himself and died in 1890.  
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A C T I V I T I E S

The text and beyond

1 PRELIMINARY  Comprehension check
	 Look	at	these	sentences	about	Chapter	Five.	Say	if	the	sentences	are	

true	(T)	or	false	(F).	
	 	 T	 F
1	 Helen	knew	why	Will	was	at	her	house.	 	

2	 Julia	wanted	to	know	why	Will	was	there.	 	

3	 Aunt	Charlotte	and	Will’s	mum	are	not	members	of	the		
same	family.	 	

4	 Using	holly	is	a	sign	that	you	are	a	witch.	 	

5	 Helen	and	Will	noticed	something	new	about	the	painting.	 	

6	 Helen	looked	like	her	grandmother.	 	

7	 Helen	realised	the	painting	was	of	Aunt	Charlotte	and	not	her.	 	

8	 The	man	from	the	antique	shop	was	hundreds	of	years	old.	 	

2  Crosswords puzzle
1	 Will	spoke	in	a	quiet	voice,	almost	a...

2	 Another	word	for	strange	is...

3	 A	painting	of	a	person	is	called	a...

4	 A	type	of	tree.

5	 Magic	that	makes	bad	things	happen	to	people.

6	 A	big	box	with	a	lid.

7	 Helen’s	mum	is	in	a...	recently.	She	can’t	concentrate	on	anything.

8	 One	hundred	years.
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A C T I V I T I E S

3 PRELIMINARY  Writing
	 Your	friend	Nicky	is	coming	to	visit	you	from	another	town.	Write	an	

email	for	Nicky.	In	your	note	you	should

•	 Tell	Nicky	where	you	live.

•	 Say	how	to	recognise	your	house.

•	 Suggest	what	time	to	come.

	 Write	35-45	words.

CULTURE  SPOT

Houses in The UK

In big cities where there’s less space, 

people sometimes live in apartments 

or blocks of flats, but most people in 

The UK still live in houses. They nearly 

all have an upstairs and a downstairs, 

a front door and a back door and a 

garden behind them. British people 

usually love gardening and spend lots 

of time outside. Many houses also 

have a place to park the car and a 

small garden at the front too. Apart 

from these similarities they can be 

very different and come in all shapes 

and sizes. Terrace houses are usually 

not very big and all joined together in a 

long row while detached houses stand 

on their own and usually have lots 

of space around them. Cottages are 

small country houses and bungalows 

only have one floor.

Whatever the house is like everybody 

knows that really, the most important 

thing is to get on with your neighbours! 

	

Are	these	sentences	true	(T)	or	false	(F)?
	 	 	 	 	 T	 F

1	 Most	people	in	The	UK	live	in	the	big	cities.	 	

2	 Most	houses	have	two	floors.	 	

3	 You	can	usually	leave	the	car	outside	your	house.	 	

4	 All	houses	in	The	UK	are	the	same	size.	 	

5	 A	detached	house	is	bigger	than	a	terrace	house.	 	
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