
1. seven miles : about 10 km.

2. appeared : when someone or something appears, you can see it.
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C H A P T E R  T W O

The Stain
anterville Chase was seven miles  1 from the town of Ascot. 
When the family came to live at Canterville Chase, they drove 
from the train station in a carriage. It was a lovely July evening. 
But as they came near Canterville Chase, the weather 

changed. Dark clouds appeared  2 in the sky. Some big black birds 
flew over their heads. It began to rain. 

An old woman dressed in black was waiting for them on the steps 
of the house. This was Mrs Umney, the housekeeper.

‘Welcome to Canterville Chase,’ she said. The Otis family followed 
her through the dark hall into the library. Suddenly Mrs Otis saw a 
dark red stain on the floor near the fireplace. 

‘What’s that stain?’ she asked.
‘It’s blood,’ answered Mrs Umney.

C
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

1 KEY         COMPREHENSION CHECK
Read these sentences about Chapter Three. Choose the correct answer – 
A, B or C. There is an example at the beginning (0).

0 Washington was very unhappy

 A  because the stain was there again.

 B  because he didn’t like living at Canterville Chase.

 C  because he lost the key to the library.

1 During their ride the Otis family

 A  sang an American song.

 B  talked about Mrs Umney.

 C  talked about the things important Americans always talk about.

2 Mr Otis said that

 A  American actors were better than European actors.

 B  American actors were taller than European actors.

 C  European actors were better than American actors.

3 At one o’clock in the morning Mr Otis

 A  went to bed because he was very tired.

 B  woke up because he heard a strange noise.

 C  went downstairs to the library.

4 Mr Otis told the ghost

 A  to go back to bed.

 B  to change his old clothes.

 C  to use a special product for his noisy chains.

5 The ghost was very angry

 A  because the Americans were not afraid of him.

 B  because the Americans made a lot of noise at night.

 C  because his chains were too heavy for him.

6 The ghost frightened everyone in the house

 A  for 200 years.

 B  for 30 years.

 C  for 300 years.

3
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2  CHARACTERS
Write a short description of each of the characters below. Use the words 
in the box. You can use the same words more than once.

old      terrible      
young      healthy      
rich      American      

housekeeper      strong      
tall      lovely       

blue eyes      blond hair      
naughty      important      

good-looking       
wears a black dress 

likes dancing      
frightening       

likes riding a pony      
killed his wife       
long grey hair       

minister of the United 
States Government      

beautiful      red eyes

3  PARTS OF THE BODY
Look at the picture of the girl and  
label the parts of the body with the  
words below. Use a  
dictionary if necessary. 

1 Head
2 Nose
3 Eyes
4 Ears
5 Teeth
6 Mouth
7 Neck
8 Arm
9 Wrist

10 Hand
11 Fingers
12 Leg
13 Knee
14 Ankle
15 Foot
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4  CROSSWORD PUZZLE 

Across

2 

4 A person who 
looks after the 
house.

5 An expensive 
school for rich 
children.

7 

8 Lovely town near 
Canterville Chase.

10 

13 To repair, to fix.

14 

Down

1 

3 

6 Mrs Otis comes from this city.

9 

11 Not polite.

12 A copy of the original.

1

23

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

13

14
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1. lectures : he talked to audiences about his writing and his ideas about art.

2. silver mine : a place where you can find a precious metal called silver.

Oscar Wilde 
in the United 

States of 
America 

Oscar Wilde arrived in New 
York City at the beginning of 
1882. He planned a long tour 
of many important American 
cities where he gave lectures. 1

Oscar Wilde began his tour in 
New York City and then went 
to Boston. Here he talked to 
students at Harvard University. 
He visited Philadelphia and 
met Walt Whitman and Harriet Beecher Stowe, who were two famous 
American writers. They enjoyed talking to Wilde. 

Then he travelled to the capital of the United States, Washington D.C. 
and met another famous American writer, Henry James. 

His lecture tour continued to the Great Lakes, Niagara Falls, Chicago 
and the Midwest. He crossed the American continent and even visited 
a silver mine 2 in Nevada. 

Wilde particularly liked California because it is such a beautiful state. 
He also travelled to Texas and other southern states.

14
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